MARLBOROUGH IN POLITICS                 ,?
knew England almost as well as he knew Europe, but he
despised the ignoble strife of its parties, and underrated the
factor of party as an element in his vast problem. In his
embarrassments he would turn from Whig Ministers who
could not manage and would not face the House of Commons
to the turbulent Tories, only to find them ignorant of world
facts and with a view of national interests which was at that
time wrong-headed and utterly at variance with his own
purposes. The Whigs at least saw what was coming, and
would help him to meet it. Marlborough, who understood
the public interest as clearly as his own, knew that the
Whigs could never carry England through the approaching
ordeal in the teeth of Tory opposition: he knew that the
Tories were by far the strongest faction in the State. Except
in the most general way he did not share their prejudices, but
he knew their power and that the credit he had with them was
one of the main foundations of his own position. He stood
with Rochester and Godolphin midway between the King
and the Tory Parliament. Of these three he alone shared
William's European view; but his influence with Rochester
was considerable, and with Godolphin paramount. They all
toed the party line and voted the party ticket as much as was
necessary to identify themselves markedly with Toryism.
At the same time, animated by Marlborough, they laboured
to draw their party to the King's view of the national interest
and to draw the King to further reliance on the Tories,
including themselves. Marlborough was in close friendly
relations with Harley, and through him with the House of
Commons. He wielded himself great influence in the House
of Lords. Through Sunderland, now linked to him by
the marriage of their children, and through Sarah, he was in
contact with the Whigs. And always he stood by the
Princess Anne, dominated and inspired her circle, and cham-
pioned her interests, in which also the future lay.
These incomplete relationships were the King's own
fault, and a misfortune to his reign. If in 1689 and 1690
William, with two kingdoms to govern and the diplomacy of
half Europe in his hands, had treated Marlborough fairly and